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Dear Editor 
Do your clean or contaminate your bronchoscope 
I read with interest the editorial by Harvey and 
Yates (1) on contamination problems related to 
bronchoscopes and their cleaning. The editorial dealt 
mainly with microbiological aspects of equipment 
contamination but referred briefly to the possibility 
of residual tissue acting as a reservoir for micro- 
organisms. Tissue fragments adherent to biopsy for- 
ceps or channels may also ‘contaminate’ subsequent 
biopsy specimens and cause confusion to the histo- 
pathologist. Such fragments will appear in biopsy 
specimens from time to time if the thorough manual 
cleaning procedures recommended by Harvey and 
Yates are not adhered to. Although these tissue 
contaminants have typical tinctorial characteristics 
(intense eosinophilia on H & E preparations) due to 
chemical, heat and drying artefact, some cellular, 
particularly nuclear, detail may be preserved by 
the glutaraldehyde. To the unwary histologist, such 
material may be interpreted as ‘endogenous’ foreign 
material or even (atypical) squamous epithelium. The 
dangers of transferring even a few ‘degenerate’ malig- 
nant cells from one patient’s specimen to another’s 
are obvious. 
K. M. KERR 
Department of Pathology 
University of Aberdeen, U.K. 
26 February 1996 
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